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A bunch of steel rods fell over a building-construction
worker. One (diameter 25 mm) penetrated his right eyebrow
and entered the neck and left chest and upper abdominal
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Fig. 1. Immediate preoperative photograph of the patient. One rod (diameter
30 mm) penetrated just above his right eyebrow.
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cavities. Another penetrated through the right shoulder and
chest (Figs. 1 and 2). He was discharged the sixth day after
surgery with mild diplopia.
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Fig. 2. Chest X-ray showing the steel bars, one in the neck and left chest and
upper abdominal cavities, and the other in the right chest. During surgery, both
were carefully removed under vision. The larger one had injured the distal
anterior wall of the trachea, which was simply sutured. No other significant
organ injury was identified.
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